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SIERRA LEONE
NEW FIELDS « NEW HORIZONS

Only a year ago, acres of land
were covered with deep,
contaminated pits. Now vibrant
fields of rice, vegetables, and ol
palm seedlings stand tall to
support workers and their families,
now and into the future.

The people of Sierra Leone are
realizing significant economic
and social benefits from their new
livelihoods, while also restoring
their most precious
resource—their land.
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“I WISH TO PARTICULARLY
EXPRESS OUR PROFOUND
GRATITUDE TO THE
FOUNDATION FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY
AND SUSTAINABILITY (FESS)
FOR CHOOSING MY CHIEFDOM
AS THE LOCATION OF ONE OF
ITS DEMONSTRATION SITES...
FOR US, THIS PROJECT IS NOT

ONLY ABOUT CHANGING THE

ENVIRONMENT. IT IS ALSO

ABOUT CHANGING LIVES AND
BUILDING COMMUNITIES.”

PARAMOUNT CHIEF
PAUL N. SAQUEE V



SIERRA LEONE’S SOILS HAVE RICH
AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL



A PRESENT-DAY MINER SIEVES FOR DIAMONDS
USING ARTISANAL TECHNIQUES THAT HAVE
BEEN PRACTICED FOR 75 YEARS



BUCKETS STACKED UP AND READY TO BE USED
IN ARTISANAL DIAMOND MINING



A GROUP OF DIAMOND MINERS BEFORE
A LONG DAY’S WORK



DIAMOND MINERS WORK THE EDGE OF A LARGE PIT



HANDHELD MINING SIEVES USED FOR
SORTING STONES



A MINER CARRIES HIS TOOLS TO WORK

10



TWO MINERS SET OUT ON THE LONG DAILY
WALK TO THE DIAMOND PITS
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A CHILD WALKS ACROSS LAND
DEVASTATED BY MINING
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LAND CHURNED UP AND ABANDONED
AFTER MINING
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CHILDREN PLAY IN ABANDONED MINING PITS
NEAR THEIR HOMES
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YOUNG BOY IN A TRADITIONAL SIERRA
LEONEAN INDIGO SHIRT
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ENTRANCE TO KOIDU TOWN, A MAJOR
MINING CENTER
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WOMEN TRANSPORT LOCAL PRODUCTS
TO MARKET

17



PEOPLE PERUSE THE MANY SMALL SHOPS THAT
LINE KOIDU’S MAIN STREET
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WOMEN CARRY CASSAVA LEAVES AND
BANANAS ALONG A KOIDU ROAD
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A SIERRA LEONEAN GIRL CARRIES
LOCAL GOODS
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A GROUP OF YOUNG GIRLS AND BOYS
GATHER TO PLAY
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A YOUNG SIERRA LEONEAN GIRL
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HAND TOOLS USED FOR LAND RECLAMATION
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WORKERS HEADING TO A RECLAMATION SITE
TO BEGIN THE ARDUOUS PROCESS OF FILLING
ABANDONED PITS AND RESTORING LAND
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TOOLS USED TO CLEAR BRUSH THAT
HIDES MINING HOLES AND MAKES FOR
DANGEROUS TERRAIN
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APPROACHING A VAST MINED-OUT AREA PRIOR
TO RECLAMATION
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TOOLS USED TO MINE LAND ALSO ARE USED
FOR RECLAMATION
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A FORMER MINER WORKS TO CLEAR BRUSH
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MEN LEVELING THE LAND TO PREPARE
FOR PLANTING
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WOMEN AND MEN WORK TOGETHER TO
RESTORE LAND
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PICKAXE WITH A HAND-WHITTLED HANDLE,
USED TO LOOSEN SOIL

31



WORKERS BREAK DOWN MOUNDS FORMED
DURING THE COURSE OF DIAMOND MINING
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A MAN HAULS LOAD AFTER LOAD OF DIRT
TO FILL IN A MINING PIT
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A MAN CONTINUES THE PAINSTAKING TASK OF
LEVELING EARTH TO PREPARE FOR PLANTING
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A YOUNG SIERRA LEONEAN BOY
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A WOMAN SUPPORTS WORKERS BY CARRYING
DRINKING WATER TO RECLAMATION SITE
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TWO WORKERS BREAK FOR A TRADITIONAL
LUNCH OF RICE AND PALM OIL SAUCE
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A CHILD JOINS WORKERS FOR LUNCH
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A MAN EATS FOOD PREPARED AND
DELIVERED BY LOCAL WOMEN
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A YOUNG SIERRA LEONEAN CHILD
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RICE READY FOR HARVESTING
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A WOMAN AND MAN WORK TOGETHER
TO HARVEST RICE
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A SIERRA LEONEAN MAN PAUSES DURING
THE RICE HARVEST
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A WORKER GATHERS RICE FROM A
NEWLY RECLAIMED FIELD
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A WOMAN HARVESTS RICE
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A WOMAN DISPLAYS A SHEAF OF

FRESHLY HARVESTED RICE
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WOMEN AND MEN PLAY TRADITIONAL SIERRA
LEONEAN INSTRUMENTS TO CELEBRATE THE
HARVEST
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THE HARVEST BRINGS FOOD AND SEEDS
FOR THE FUTURE
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RICE STANDS TALL ON NEWLY RESTORED LAND
THAT ONCE WAS PITTED AND UNUSABLE
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WORKERS WALK PAST THEIR NEW FIELDS AS

THEY LEAVE FOR THE DAY
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FESS REPRESENTATIVE SURVEYS THE
VISIBLE PROGRESS
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FESS IS CREATING NEW FIELDS AND NEW
HORIZONS IN SIERRA LEONE
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FESS

FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
SECURITY & SUSTAINABILITY

The Foundation for Environmental Security
& Sustainability (FESS) is a public policy
foundation established to advance
knowledge and provide practical solutions
for key environmental security concerns
around the world.

FESS combines empirical analysis with
in-country research to construct
policy-relevant analyses and program
recommendations to address environmental
conditions that pose risks to national,
regional, and global security and stability.
FESS contributes to greater public
understanding of environmental security issues
through research, outreach, publications,
workshops, and project implementation.

53
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